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BRC info
Keeping you up-to-date
www.britishridingclubs.org.uk
Keep a check on our website which details
all the current BRC National Championships
scheduled for 2012 and the latest offers
available to all BRC Members. Schedules
now available online, with online entries 
also being taken.

BRC Address: Abbey Park 
Stareton, Kenilworth Warwickshire CV8 2XZ  

BRC E:NEWS
December Update

Fixing Portable Cross-Country Fences
on Arenas and Surfaces
Following on from our information relating to the correct way to secure
portable obstacles on cross-country courses, it has been brought to our
attention, that with the increase in the popularity of Arena Eventing, organisers
might be considering methods of securing portable cross-country type fences
to arena surfaces. This is not safe and should not be considered. Instead we
recommend that you use cross-country or working hunter style fences that
can be knocked down and rebuilt for this type of training or competition. 

Organising a BHS TREC
Competition

Have you ever considered organising a BHS
TREC competition?

BHS TREC is becoming increasingly popular as
an activity, with a rise in the number of Riding
Club members looking to take part. For
organisers wishing to hold a BHS TREC event
there is plenty of information and existing
organisers on hand to help you.
Visit: www.bhs.org.uk/enjoy-riding/bhs-trec.
or Tel: 02476 840518 and ask for our BHS
TREC booklet.

Look out for the forthcoming feature in Winter Rider
magazine, which will cover this subject in more detail.

BHS offer to BRC Members
Please note that the current BHS offer of 30 
percent discount to BRC members joining the
BHS only applies when joining the BHS for 
the first time, making BHS Gold Membership 
just £41.30.

Join the BRC and BHS 
TREC facebook pages -
keeping you up-to-date

Remember there are
some great Rider
magazine prizes on offer
‘Caught on Camera’
Equilibrium have kindly agreed to sponsor our ‘Caught on Camera’ page in
each issue of Rider Magazine. The owner of the funniest photo in each issue
will receive an Equilibrium Massage Mitt for their horse. Please send your
funniest photos to: m.smith@bhs.org.uk. Please note images must be at least
500kb. We would also welcome any wintry equestrian photo’s, which could be
considered for next year’s Winter issue front cover.

‘It’s Your Letters’ Page
Have you got something to say? If you have something you
would like to share with BRC Members, send in your letters
and we will publish as many as possible. The author of each
issue’s Star Letter will receive a fabulous pair of Ariat Boots.
Please send your letters to: It’s Your Letters, British Riding
Clubs, Abbey Park, Stareton, Kenilworth, 
Warwickshire  CV8 2XE.

BHS Spring Convention
Don’t forget to book the date in your diary – 
15 April 2013 at Arena UK, Lincolnshire with
Stephen Clarke FBHS.  Contact the Training
Team to be put on the
priority mailing list.

Tel: 02476 840510 or 
email: a.lefevre@bhs.org.uk

BHS TREC

BHS TREC is a unique, fun equestrian sport based on the

popular French discipline “Le Trec”.
Competitions run throughout the UK, catering for all abilities -

beginners through to those competing

at international level - Why not give it a go?

BHS TREC is designed to test the partnership

between horse and rider and their ability to cope

with riding across a varied terrain and over natural

obstacles. It involves the skills and challenges any

rider might encounter when out hacking.

Seasons Greetings from BRC HQ
This will be the last BRC ENews of 2012, so best wishes for the festive season
from the BRC Office and we look forward to seeing you in the New Year.



BHS Access - 
Tracks Magazine
We have launched an online edition of
Tracks, our quarterly rights of way magazine.
This is a free subscription service. Visit
http://eepurl.com/lg1BT to register. If you
currently receive a printed subscription, and
would like to change your subscription
please email us, or if you know anyone who
would like to sign up for a free electronic
copy please ask them to email:
access@bhs.org.uk.

BRC Road Show
Presentations
The following BRC Road Show Presentations
are available to download now from the BRC
News page: website:www.bhs.org.uk/enjoy-
riding/british-riding-clubs/news

• Competitions
• Running your Club
• Promoting your Club
• Insurance and Training

Have a Look whats in-store
at the BHS Bookshop
Check out the
fantastic new range
of Christmas Cards,
Calendars and
Diaries along with
1,000s of horsey
books, DVDs and
gifts suitable for all
ages. Available
through the BHS
Bookshop.
Please visit: www.britishhorse.com
to view the full range.

2013 BRC Championships 
Dates & Venues
BRC EquestrianClearance.com Winter
Championships - 30-31 March 2013
Hartpury College, Gloucester  GL19 3BE
BRC NAF Festival of the Horse - 1-2 June 2013 
Aston-le-Walls, Northants  NN11 6RT
BRC SEIB National Horse Trials Championship -
2-4 August 2013 - Swalcliffe Park Equestrian,
Grange Farm, Swalcliffe, Banbury, Oxon  OX15 5EX  
BRC NAF National Championships - 
7-8 September 2013
Lincolnshire Show Ground, Lincoln  LN2 2NA
TREC GB Championships - 14-15 September 2013
To Be Confirmed.
BRC Dressage to Music and Quadrille Selection -
5-6 October 2013
Bury Farm Equestrian Village, New Bury Farm, Mill
Road, Slapton, Bucks  LU7 9BT 
BE80 BRC Championships - 29 September 2013
Brooksby Melton College, Leics  LE14 2LJ
Quadrille Final, Olympia - 21 December 2013
Olympia London, Hammersmith Road, London
W14 8UX

Horse & Hound - Ask The Trainer
Ask The Trainer, H&H’s brilliant new
training supplement, is now on sale. 

With expert advice from more than
30 of H&H’s favourite trainers, the
magazine is packed with inspiration
for every discipline to keep you
going throughout the winter. 

Olympic gold medalist Carl Hester
shares his secrets on handling a
hot horse, Tim Stockdale reveals
how to successfully tackle water
jumps, Katie Jerram helps you
prepare for your next big show,
plus there is advice from Michael
Whitaker, Mary King, Ruth Edge
and many more. 

Ask The Trainer costs £3.99 and
is available in all good
independent newsagents,
including WHSmith.

You can also order a copy via
mail order by calling tel: +44 (0)
1733 385170 or 
visit: www.mags-uk.com/askthetrainer - £4.49 in the UK, £6 in the EU, 
£8 for the rest of the world including P&P.

Getting to grips with a weighty issue
As part of its joint transport safety campaign with NFU Mutual, PRP Equine
Rescue and SV Tech, the Safety Department of The British Horse Society
recently offered a free weight check for equine transport arriving at Aintree
racecourse for The British Riding Club’s dressage to music and quadrille
competitions.

A total of 48 vehicles were weighed, ranging from cars and trailers right
through to horseboxes weighing over 7.5 tonnes; although this was a
voluntary exercise, most owners were happy to have their vehicles
weighed and were eager to know if they were overloaded.

32% of vehicles weighed were found to be overloaded and, had they been
subject to an official weight check, 90% of the overladen vehicles would
have been prevented from continuing their journey until the overload had
been removed and 50% would have also attracted a fixed penalty notice.

Perhaps more worrying is the fact that, many of the vehicles weighed
which were not overloaded, would have been if had they been carrying
more than one horse! 

Speaking about the results,
Sheila Hardy, Senior Executive in
the Safety Department of The
British Horse Society said:

“Horse owners and drivers need
to be aware of the limitations of
their vehicles and the complex
rules and regulations surrounding
the use of horseboxes. 

“Overloading a horsebox or trailer
is both illegal and dangerous: an
overloaded vehicle is difficult to
handle, takes longer to stop and
the tyres on an overloaded vehicle
flex and overheat, which can
cause them to blow-out.”

Rider Magazine Club News
Don’t forget to send in your interesting club news. 

The deadline for the spring issue of Rider Magazine 
is: 7 March 2013.



Diamond Design!
Create a BRC Rosette
2013 is set to be British Riding Clubs
Diamond Jubilee year and so we are
handing over the design of our rosettes
to you, our members! The winning
design will be featured in our Rider
Magazine and will be handed out to all
2013 Championship Competitors... just
follow these simple steps to enter 
• Use our template to design the 

commemorative rosette for BRC’s
Diamond year. The template can be
downloaded from the BRC website:
www.bhs.org.uk/enjoy-riding/british-
riding-clubs/news

• Choose your own colour scheme 
• Leave one tail free for sponsor logo
• Design the centre 
• Send to: Rachael Hollely, BRC

Competitions, Abbey Park, Stareton,
Kenilworth, Warwickshire, CV8 2XZ 

• The closing date is 18 January 2013

Blair Castle Horse Trials - BRC Competitions
Any Scottish riding clubs that wish to hold Style Jumping and Working Hunter
qualifiers for the BRC classes at Blair Castle Horse Trials in 2013 should get in
touch with Sophie Arnold at: s.arnold@bhs.org.uk. Blair Castle Horse Trials
will be running 22 - 25 August 2013. Visit: www.blairhorsetrials.co.uk

BRC on the web
Please visit our BRC YouTube Channel 

www.youtube.com/user/brccompetitions

which we will keep updated throughout 
the year with interesting BRC videos.

New videos include:

BRC Quadrille Selection Trial 2012
BRC Dressage to Music Championships 2012

The Quadrille final at Olympia will be available
to view at the end of December 2012.

2013 Badminton
Horse Trials Ticket
Offer for BRC
Members 
Thurs 2 - Mon 6
May 2013

15% Discount off
Advance Ticket
Prices for BRC
Group Tickets -
Coach & Minibus
Parties Only
(minimum of 12
tickets purchased). 
Please visit: www.badminton-horse.co.uk,
or Tel: 01454 218375.

These special rates are available on ‘in
advance bookings’ only. No refund can be
made in the case of any unused tickets. If
there are people on the coach/minibus
without prepaid advance tickets, extra
tickets may be bought at the Gate, but at the
full daily rate.

Please note that the Badminton Box Office
will open for Priority Booking on the 2
January 2013 (i.e. to those on our mailing list
who booked tickets for 2012) and to the
general public on 9 January 2013.

•

BHS EMAGIN Bridleway Routes
In this December issue of ENews we have included information on 
The Great Dragon Ride through Wales, from Talacre to Port Talbot. 

Route 02 - The Great Dragon Ride

BRC Areas   - A complete north-south route 
15, 20 & 21      across Wales - Total 

472km/293m                         

Location:          Wales

Route Names: The Sea Horse Ride (86km)
The William Morgan Ride (88km)
The Prince Llywelyn Ride 
(118km
The Radnor Forest 
Ride (120km)
The Sarn Helen 
Ride (60.4km)

Description: 
Predominantly off-road 
The Great Dragon Ride is a 
combination of five BHS routes spanning 
beautiful Wales from North to South and East 
to West. Designed on existing bridleways, byways 
and quiet lanes, with some of the most lovely 
scenery in the whole of the UK. The BHS has 
published leaflets for each ride and they can 
also provide details of B&B accommodation for horse and rider. 
Tel: 02476 840 805, email: www.bhs.org.uk or www.emagin.org.

Watch Martin Clunes recently opening the route here:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9dSGVqB3u4M

View the route on EMAGIN here:
http://www.emagin.org/Route.aspx?route={DDDC77DD-EB71-437F-A334-
1D2E16AC8AEA}



10% off an annual subscription to the Horse
Hero website (£4.50 per month at full price)
Please visit: www.horsehero.com and use the
BRC discount code is: HHOR8 at the checkout. 

Horse Hero is a leading equestrian video
website showing how top riders train their
horses. It also has 'how to' videos, horse
behaviour, yard tours, behind the scenes
footage of top riders at competitions and at
British squad training – there are more than
650 videos! Site celebrities include leading
British dressage rider Laura Bechtolsheimer
and many other stars across all disciplines.
There are around 30 amazing blogs,
biographies and articles, and the wise and
witty Horse Hero Guru who administers
advice in the forum. Users get into dialogue
with site celebrities by posting comments. 
The site is frequently described as '"addictive"
and The Sunday Times said it was "Paradise
for Horse Lovers"! Horse Hero has around
60,000 visitors a month.

Have you ever tried a BHS TREC
Kelly Marks competition?
Why not try something new to keep warm this winter?

As a BRC member did you know you are able to
compete in affiliated BHS TREC competitions and be in
with the chance of winning some great prizes?
Everyone is very friendly and keen to help you learn
the rules and progress your skills. 

The BHS TREC Kelly Marks Winter Series runs from
October 2012 – March 2013. The competitions take
place in an arena on an all-weather surface so there
is no need to worry about event cancellations. 

All competitors’ results go onto the Winter Series
League table. The top 3 placing’s will be presented with their awards at the
Royal Windsor Horse Show 2013. Tickets and Parking passes included in your
prize!  

For further information and all current competition dates visit the BHS
website: www.bhs.org.uk/enjoy-riding/bhs-trec.

BHS TREC Kelly Marks Winter Series Competition Dates 2012-13
30 December: TRAC, Berriewood Farm, Shrewsbury, SY5 7NN. Contact Cath
Cromarty: cathcrom@02.co.uk
6 January: Bigland Hall Equestrian Centre, Backbarrow, Cumbria. Contact Sharon
Davies: 07577 456279 / Sharon@trecandtrail.com
20 January: Brenfield Farm, Argyll Adventure. Contact David Hay-Thorburn: 01546
603274 / david@brenfield.co.uk 
27 January: Red Kite TREC Group, Hafod Farm, Carmarthenshire, Wales. Contact
Maxine Nixon: 01834 861674 / maxine02@gmail.com 
27 January: TREC SouthWest, Duchy College, Cornwall. Contact Julie Brand: 07860
100063 / trecciemad@yahoo.co.uk 
3 February: Bigland Hall Equestrian Centre, Backbarrow, Cumbria. Contact Sharon
Davies: 07577 456279 / Sharon@trecandtrial.com 
3 February: North Ayrshire RC, Scotland, Muirmill Equestrian Centre, Ayrshire. Contact
Lianne Bourne: 07729 942974 / lianna.bourne@hotmail.co.uk
10 February: WHTG, Bromley Farm, Sheffield, South Yorkshire. Contact Alex Wells:
07729 739515 / alex@white-horse-trec.co.uk 
17 February: Brenfield Farm, Scotland. Contact David Hay-Thorburn: 01546 603274 /
david@brenfield.co.uk
17 February: Highland Riding Centre, Scotland. Contact Pauline Corker: 01456
450220 / pdcorker@mypostoffice.co.uk 
17 February: TREC Southwest, Bicton College, Devon. Contact:  Julie Brand: 07860
100063 / trecciemad@yahoo.co.uk
23 February: Central TREC, Only Grounds, Warwickshire. Contact Sam Courtnell:
07870 672918 / central@trecgroup.co.uk
24 February: Ashfields, Ashfields Carriage Driving Centre, Essex. Contact: Jill Perry:
01279 718282 / jperry-trec@live.co.uk
24 February: South Lammermuir RC, Etal Manor Farm, Northumberland. Contact Liz
Hunter: 07554 276716 / jarhurst@btinternet.com
3 March: Bigland Hall Equestrian Centre, Backbarrow, Cumbria. Contact Sharon
Davies: 07577 456279 / Sharon@trecandtrial.com 
3 March: Hyshawland Farm Stables, Elsrickle, South Lanarkshire. Contact Dot Still:
01899 810304 / still.dorothy@gmail.com
3 March: Red Kite TREC Group, Hafod Farm, Carmarthenshire, Wales. Contact
Maxine Nixon: 01834 861674 / maxine02@gmail.com 
3 March: Cornwall TREC Group, Dolean Equestrian, Cornwall. Contact Lucy Booth:
01209 821388 / lucycornwalltrec@hotmail.co.uk
10 March: WHTG, Brooksby College, Leicestershire. 
Contact Jackie Bennett: 07729 688743 / jackie@sitwellgarage.com
17 March: Highland Riding Centre, Scotland. Contact Pauline Corker: 01456 450220 /
pdcorker@mypostoffice.co.uk 
17 March: TREC Southwest, Coombe Park, Devon. Contact Julie Brand: 07860
100063/ trecciemad@yahoo.co.uk
24 March: Brenfield Farm, Scotland. Contact David Hay-Thorburn: 01546 603274 /
david@brenfield.co.uk
24 March: North Ayrshire RC, Scotland, Muirmill Equestrian Centre, Ayrshire. Contact
Lianne Bourne: 07729 942974 / lianna.bourne@hotmail.co.uk
24 March: WHTG, Thornton House Farm, York. Contact Kathryn Bean: 07921 333964 /
paula@white-horse-trec.co.uk
31 March: Waulkmill Show Centre, Aberdeenshire, Scotland. Contact Marlene Ralley:
01651 872089 / theralleys1@btinternet.com

Vote for BRC and 
The BHS in the 2013
Equestrian Social 
Media Awards
BRC and The BHS are eligible for a number of
categories in these awards – and we’re also
very excited that Patrick the pony foal can be
nominated for the new category of Best 
Talking Horse!

To make it into the ten finalists, we need as
many nominations as possible for all the
categories. The best bit is that as you’re only
permitted to nominate once, it won’t take up
much of your time. Hooray, I hear you cry!

You can make three nominations per category.
When nominating Patrick, please use Patrick
Pony BHS or Patrick (BHS) to be clear. 
www.equestriansocialmediaawards.com/
nominations

The BHS categories are:
• Best Use of Facebook (BHS and Patrick)
• Best Use of Twitter (BHS and Patrick)
• Best Use of Social Media by a Charity 

(BHS only for both the Society and 
Patrick’s activity)

• Best Use of Social Media in the UK and
Ireland (BHS and Patrick)

• Best Talking Horse (Patrick)

The BRC categories are:
• Best YouTube Channel
• Best Use of Facebook
• Best use of social media by a publication
• Best use of social media by an event or 

competition



www.britishridingclubs.org.uk
Part of The British Horse Society

For more information about British Riding Clubs call: 02476 840518 or email: ridingclubs@bhs.org.uk

Whatever your age, wherever you live, there is something for you at your local affiliated 
British Riding Club. If you know anyone who might be interested in joining one of the many 
British Riding Clubs please forward to them or contact our office.

BRC Tel: 02476 840518 
BRC Staff Direct Dial Numbers
Sarah Phillips – 02476 840590 Clare Paine – 02476 840591
Maggie Smith – 02476 840592 Lyndsay Wager        – 02476 840593
Laura Sanger – 02476 840594 Rhianne Pettifor       – 02476 840595
Rachael Hollely – 02476 840596 Emma Bayliss – 02476 840597
Lucy Stokes – 02476 840598 Annette Falkingham – 02476 840599

‘Rights of Way - Restoring 
the Record’
Two of our longstanding, very experienced
bridleway officers, Sarah Bucks and 
Phil Wadey, have just
launched a wonderful
new book called
“Rights of Way –
Restoring the
Record”. This is an
essential book for
anyone with an
interest in off road
routes and will be a
key tool for people
wishing to get
involved in our
2013 Historical
Research campaign. 
In 2026, any routes which aren’t currently
recorded on the definitive map will be lost
forever, and it is estimated that could be as
many as 20,000. That’s 20,000 fewer places
to ride safety off road. To get the routes onto
the definitive map requires a lot of
investigative work, to prove the route really
does have equestrian rights. This is where
we, and our bridleway officers get involved.
This book is an essential guide for the novice,
and an invaluable reference book for the
more experienced. £30.00 + P&P. 
Please visit: www.britishhorse.com

New Equestrian Business
Management Course!
In March, the Training Department are piloting a new Equestrian Business
Management course at BHS HQ, Stoneleigh which, should it prove
successful, will then be rolled out regionally.

This course is in response to requests from people who work in varying
parts of the Equestrian industry for more help and information regarding
Business and Yard Management.  The course will cover topics such as Risk
Management, Current Legislation, Customer Care and Training to mention 
a few. The content of the course will be suitable for a whole range of
positions held within the industry.  If you are currently studying for your
Stage 4 Horse Knowledge & Care or Intermediate Teaching Test then there
will be topics that will help you.  If you currently run a yard or are working
on a yard and would like some further support and information regarding
the business side then there will be topics that we are sure you will find
extremely useful.

Our course developer and presenter is Marcus Clinton author, lecturer and
current Curriculum Development Manager based at Northumberland
College Kirkley Hall Campus.  The date of this pilot course is Monday 11
March 2013, at BHS HQ, Stoneleigh Warwickshire and the cost is £45
including lunch.  If would like to book onto the course, please contact the
Training Team on 02476 840510 or email a.lefevre@bhs.org.uk.

Training Days with Clive Milkins
Throughout 2013 we are very pleased to be able to let you know that Clive
Milkins, leading para-equestrian dressage coach and trainer to paralympic
gold medallist Sophie Christiansen with be presenting a number of regional
training days for us.  Dates and locations are yet to be confirmed but if you
would like further information about these, then please register your interest
with the BHS Training Team on 02476 840510 or email a.lefevre@bhs.org.uk.

Important Information about
working with large bales
There has been a
tragic case of a livery
yard client who was
killed by a big bale of
haylage toppling on 
to her. The Coroner in
the case has asked 
us to ensure that
proprietors,
employees and clients
are made aware of
the dangers and that
Health and Safety
Protocols are in place where relevant. A Risk
Assessment must be undertaken for this task.

You can find a leaflet outlining safe working
practices on the Health and Safety Executive
website. For your convenience we have
detailed the link below:

Safe Working with Bales in Agriculture
www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/indg125.pdf

Great prizes up for grabs in the
BRC Interdressage League 
Riders of all ages and abilities can compete from the
convenience of their own equestrian facility, in
monthly online video competitions. By taking part in
these monthly video competitions BRC Club and
Centre members, in addition to the monthly prizes
available will be able to build up points for their Club
in the League, which draws to a close at the end of
April 2013.

Mirrors for Training have generously agreed to
provide the winning BRC Club and Centre with a
high quality arena training mirror. The overall
winning individual BRC Club and Centre riders will
this year be receiving a fantastic outfit from Harry
Hall, consisting of the Balla Hoody and Sara
Jeggings.

For more information visit: www.interdressage.com, where you can
download the monthly dressage or style jumping tests, it’s really easy and no
need to venture further than your own riding arena to take part. 
The tests cost just £11.85 each.


